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can they make both ends meet without hiring themselves out as
field workers. This represents their most important/ if not the
only subsidiary occupation. Incidentally, the condition of other
tenants of Bihar is also unsatisfactory. Towards the end of the
last century Dr Grierson wrote that 70 per cent of the agricul-
tural holdings of Gaya District could not support their cultivators,
unaided by supplemental sources of income and that 45 per cent
of the entire population suffered from under-nourishment during
certain periods of the year. Mr Stevenson Moore, the Settlement
Officer, considered the above estimates to be wide of mark.
According to him, 25 per cent of the agricultural holdings were
uneconomic and only 20-86 per cent of the entire population
suffered from under-nourishment.1 Other District Gazetteers
also show that the condition of the tenantry is unsatisfactory.
Elaborate enquiries made during recent years show that the
majority of holdings of proprietors and tenants of Bihar are
definitely uneconomic.2 As a result of their investigations the
Banking Enquiry Committee were satisfied that the peasants of
the province were extremely poor and that the food consump-
tion of the masses was below the level of efficiency.3

Causes of Unsatisfactory Condition

The above account of the depressed class tenants in Bihar
will have made it clear that their condition is more unsatisfactory
than that of their brethren in the U.P. There are several reasons
for*tfeis. It is a well-known fact that the Bihar tenant is less well-
off than the U.P. tenant. And it is the economic condition
of the tenantry that determines largely the extent of employment
in the countryside, especially during off season. Not only is the
scope for employment more limited in this province as compared
to the U.P./ but the wages of daily labour are also lower. Further,
the holdings of depressed class tenants of this province are
smaller than those of the depressed class tenants of the U.P. On
the other hand the average number of non-working dependents
per depressed class family is greater in Bihar than in that

1  Gaya District Gazetteer, pp. 150-1.

2  R. K. Mukerjee : Land Problems of India, p. 279.

3  Report of the Bihar Banking Enquiry Committee, Vol. I., pp. 215-6.